
75 Glorious Years of  
National Defence Academy 

The National Defence Academy(NDA) at Khadakwasla, Pune 
is a premier defence institution and a hallmark of global excellence 
in the sphere of military training. The idea of NDA as a training 
institution was conceived post the World War II to promote 
jointmanship and integrate the efforts of the future officers of the 
Army, Navy and the Air Force to deliver as a potent joint force in 
the face of the adversary. 

NDA Khadakwasla is one of the first institutions in the 
world to impart combined training to officer cadets of the three 
services. The concept and genesis of NDA dates back to the period 
before Independence when a committee of eminent persons was 
entrusted with the evolution of a scheme to implement the joint 
services training concept. The scheme took shape and after a great 
deal of search and discussion, the site of World War II Combined 
Warfare School in the vicinity of Khadakwasla Lake near Pune was 
selected for the new academy.

In pursuance of this Scheme in 1946, the Indian Military 
Academy was initially renamed as the Armed Forces Academy and 
split into two wings, the “Inter Services Wing” and the “Military 
Wing”. The first batch of 190 cadets of the Army, Navy and Air Force 
commenced combined training on 16 January 1949 at Dehradun, in 
the Inter Services Wing (later renamed the “Joint Services Wing” 
or JSW).

The foundation stone of the NDA was laid by the then Prime 
Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on 06 October 1949. NDA was 
formally inaugurated by the then Chief Minister of Mumbai, Shri 
Morarji Desai, on 16 January 1955. The first passing out parade, held 
at Khadakwasla was reviewed by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on 05 
June 1955. The Joint Services Wing at Dehradun was subsequently 
relocated at Khadakwasla and came to be known as the “National 
Defence Academy”.

The NDA continues in its march towards nation building, 
confident that in the years to come, it will draw the finest of 
India’s youth who will pass through the portals of this “Cradle of 
Leadership”, perpetuating through their gallantry, dedication and 
sacrifice, the Academy’s motto ‘‘Seva Parmo Dharma”.

During the last seven decades, the Academy has established 
itself as an institution of rare distinction and rendered exemplary 
services to the nation. It has produced legends not only in the field 
of Military leadership but also in the field of science, technology, 

arts, literature and sports. The Academy is a unifying symbol 
of integration and jointmanship among the three wings of the 
Defence Services. The alumni of this unique nursery for character 
building and leadership have validated the objectives for which 
their Alma mater was established through their selfless service of 
loyalty, valour and heroism both in peace and in war – at home 
and abroad.

Since its inception, it has trained more than 38,000 cadets, 
including over 1,000 cadets from 32 friendly foreign countries. It 
has given the country two Chiefs of Defence Staff (CDS) and several 
of its Service Chiefs. Three of its alumni have been honoured with 
Param Vir Chakra and 12 with the Ashok Chakra, the nation’s 
highest awards for gallantry in war and peace respectively. The 
other gallantry awards of the alumni include 32 MahaVir Chakras, 
45 Kirti Chakras, 163 Vir Chakras and 152 Shourya Chakras. The 
Academy is proud of its alumni who have made the supreme 
sacrifice for their motherland. The NDA has the distinction of 
producing 2 CDS & several Chiefs of the three services.

The NDA will complete seventy-five years of eventful 
existence in January 2024 during which the 151st Course will join 
the Academy. The year 2022 was etched in the golden letters in 
the history of NDA as for the first time female cadets joined 148th 
NDA course paving the way for the other young girls in the country 
to follow their dream and become future military leaders. Their 
indomitable performance has put NDA on the global arena of 
military and political leadership.

On 16 January 2024, NDA will be completing 75 glorious 
years in service to the nation. It remains committed to maintain 
the highest traditions and toughest standards of its training and 
rededicates its unflinching commitment to the nation on this 
momentous occasion. 

The Department of Posts is proud to issue Commemorative 
Postage Stamp (CPS) on 75 Glorious years of National Defence 
Academy and appreciates its roles as the true foundation of India’s 
defence edifice.
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jk"Vªh; j{kk vdkneh ds 75 xkSjo'kkyh o"kZ
[kMdoklyk] iq.ks fLFkr jk"Vªh; j{kk vdkneh ¼,uMh,½] ,d çeq[k 

j{kk laLFkku gS vkSj lSU; çf'k{k.k ds {ks= esa oSf'od mR—"Vrk dh felky 
gSA çf'k{k.k laLFkku ds :i esa ,uMh, dh vo/kkj.kk dh ladYiuk f}rh; 
fo'o ;q) ds ckn dh xbZA bldk mís'; Fky lsuk] ukSlsuk vkSj ok;q lsuk 
ds Hkkoh vf/kdkfj;ksa dks la;qä dkS'ky vkSj ,dhdj.k dh Hkkouk ls bl 
çdkj ;qä djuk gS rkfd nq'eu dk eqdkcyk djrs gq, lsuk ds rhuksa vax 
feydj laxfBr :i ls dkjZokbZ djus esa 'kfä'kkyh cy fl) gksaA

,uMh, [kMdoklyk] rhuksa lsukvksa ds vf/kdkjh dSMsVksa dks la;qä 
çf'k{k.k çnku djus okys nqfu;k ds igys laLFkkuksa esa ls ,d gSA ,uMh, 
dh ladYiuk vkSj LFkkiuk Lora=rk&iwoZ ml le; dh xbZ] tc fof'k"‍V 
O;fä;ksa dh ,d lfefr dks la;qä lsok çf'k{k.k dh ;kstuk ds dk;kZUo;u 
dh :i&js[kk rS;kj djus dk nkf;Ro lkSaik x;kA rRi'pkr~ bl ;kstuk 
us vkdkj ysuk çkjaHk fd;k vkSj fo'kn fopkj&foe'kZ ds ckn iq.ks ds ikl 
[kMdoklyk >hy ds fudV fLFkr f}rh; fo'o ;q) la;qä o‚jQs;j Ldwy 
dks ubZ vdkneh ds LFkku ds :i esa pquk x;kA 

1946 esa bl ;kstuk ds dk;kZUo;u ds :i esa Hkkjrh; lSU; vdkneh 
dks 'kq: esa l'kL= cy vdkneh dk uke fn;k x;k vkSj bls nks 'kk[kkvksa 
¼foax½ esa foHkkftr fd;k x;k] ^^baVj lfoZlst foax^^ vkSj ^^fefyVªh foax^^A 
Fky lsuk] ukSlsuk vkSj ok;q lsuk ds 190 dSMsVksa ds igys cSp dk la;qä 
çf'k{k.k baVj lfoZlst foax ¼ckn esa bldk uke cnydj ^^la;qä lsok 
foax^^ vFkkZr~ ts,lMCY;w dj fn;k x;k½] nsgjknwu esa 16 tuojh 1949 dks 
çkjaHk gqvkA 

,uMh, dh vk/kkjf'kyk] rRdkyhu ç/kkuea=h iafMr tokgjyky usg: 
}kjk 06 väwcj 1949 dks j[kh xbZA bldk vkSipkfjd mn~?kkVu 16 
tuojh 1955 dks cacbZ ds rRdkyhu eq[;ea=h Jh eksjkjth nslkbZ us fd;kA 
[kMdoklyk esa gqbZ igyh ikflax vkmV ijsM dk iqujh{k.k ¼jhO;w½ 05 twu 
1955 dks iafMr tokgjyky usg: us fd;kA nsgjknwu fLFkr la;qä lsok 
foax dks ckn esa [kMdoklyk esa iqulZ~Fkkfir fd;k x;k vkSj bls ^^jk"Vªh; 
j{kk vdkneh^^ dk uke fn;k x;kA

,uMh, bl fo'okl ds lkFk jk"Vª fuekZ.k ds iFk ij vxzlj gS fd 
bl laLFkku esa Hkkjr ds lq;ksX; ;qok çf'k{k.k çkIr djsaxs vkSj vius 'kkS;Z] 
leiZ.k vkSj R;kx ls usr`R‍o Hkkouk ds bl tud laLFkku ds vkn'kZ okD; 
^^lsok ijeks /keZ^^ dks pfjrkFkZ djsaxsA 

foxr lkr n'kdksa ds nkSjku bl vdkneh us Lo;a dks vlk/kkj.k :i 
ls mR—"V laLFkku ds :i esa LFkkfir fd;k gS vkSj jk"Vª fuekZ.k dh fn'kk esa 
csfelky lsok,a çnku dh gSaA bl laLFkku us ns'k dks u dsoy lSU; usr`Ro 
ds {ks= esa] cfYd foKku] çkS|ksfxdh] dyk] lkfgR; vkSj [ksy&dwn ds {ks= 

ds fnXxt Hkh fn, gSaA ;g vdkneh] j{kk lsokvksa ds rhuksa foax ds chp 
,dhdj.k vkSj la;qä dkS'ky dk çrhd gSA pfj= fuekZ.k vkSj usr`Ro Hkkouk 
ds bl mR—"V laLFkku ds iwoZ&Nk=ksa us ns'k vkSj fons'k nksuksa esa] 'kkafr 
vkSj ;q) dky esa] viuh oQknkjh] lkgl vkSj ohjrk dh fuLokFkZ Hkkouk ds 
ek/;e ls vius tud laLFkku ds mís';ksa dk c[kwch eku j[kk gSA 

jk"Vªh; j{kk vdkneh dh L‍Fkkiuk ds ckn ls vc rd ;gka 38]000 ls 
vf/kd dSMsVksa us çf'k{k.k çkIr fd;k gSA buesa Hkkjr ls eS=hiw.kZ laca/k j[kus 
okys 32 ns'kksa ds 1]000 ls vf/kd dSMsV Hkh 'kkfey gSaA bl vdkneh us ns'k 
dks nks phQ v‚Q fMQsal LVkQ ¼lhMh,l½ vkSj dbZ lsok çeq[k Hkh fn, gSaA 
bl vdkneh ds rhu iwoZ Nk=ksa dks ijeohj pØ vkSj 12 dks v'kksd pØ ls 
lEekfur fd;k x;k gS] tks Øe'k% ;q) vkSj 'kkafr dky esa ohjrk ds fy, 
fn, tkus okys ns'k ds loksZPp iqjLdkj gSaA bl laLFkku ds iwoZ&Nk=ksa dks 
çkIr vU; ohjrk iqjLdkjksa esa 32 egkohj pØ] 45 dhfrZ pØ] 163 ohj pØ 
vkSj 152 'kkS;Z pØ 'kkfey gSaA vdkneh dks vius mu iwoZ&Nk=ksa ij xoZ 
gS] ftUgksaus ekr`Hkwfe ds fy, loksZPp cfynku fn;kA ,uMh, dks 2 lhMh,l 
vkSj rhuksa lsukvksa ds dbZ çeq[k nsus dk Hkh xkSjo çkIr gSA

,uMh,] tuojh 2024 esa viuh LFkkiuk ds 75 o"kZ iwjs djus tk jgk 
gSA blh le; 151osa dkslZ ds çf'k{kq Hkh vdkneh esa 'kkfey gksaxsA ,uMh, 
ds bfrgkl esa o"kZ 2022 lqugjs v{kjksa esa vafdr gS D;ksafd bl o"kZ igyh 
ckj efgyk dSMsV ,uMh, ¼148oka ikBîØe½ esa 'kkfey gqbZa vkSj ns'k dh 
vU; ;qok yM+fd;ksa ds fy, vius liuksa dks iwjk djus vkSj Hkkoh lSU;  
vf/kdkjh cuus dk ekxZ ç'kLr fd;kA bu dSMsVksa ds vnE; lkgl çn'kZu 
us ,uMh, dks  lSU; vkSj jktuhfrd usr`Ro ds {ks= esa oSf'od Lrj ij 
igpku fnykbZ gSA

 16 tuojh 2024 dks ,uMh, jk"Vª dh lsok esa 75 xkSjo'kkyh o"kZ 
iwjs djsxkA bl egRoiw.kZ volj ij ;g vdkneh jk"Vª dh lsok esa vfMx 
çfrc)rk ds ladYi dks iqu% nksgjkrs gq, viuh ijEijkvksa ,oa çf'k{k.k ds 
dM+s ,oa mPp ekudksa dks cuk, j[kus ds çfr —rladYi gSA  

Mkd foHkkx] ^jk"Vªh; j{kk vdkneh ds 75 xkSjo'kkyh o"kZ* fo"k; ij 
L‍ekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlU‍urk dk vuqHko djrk gS vkSj Hkkjr 
ds j{kk ra= dh vk/kkjf'kyk ds :i esa bldh Hkwfedk dh ljkguk djrk gSA  
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