75 Glorious Years of
National Defence Academy

The National Defence Academy(NDA) at Khadakwasla, Pune
is a premier defence institution and a hallmark of global excellence
in the sphere of military training. The idea of NDA as a training
institution was conceived post the World War II to promote
jointmanship and integrate the efforts of the future officers of the
Army, Navy and the Air Force to deliver as a potent joint force in
the face of the adversary.

NDA Khadakwasla is one of the first institutions in the
world to impart combined training to officer cadets of the three
services. The concept and genesis of NDA dates back to the period
before Independence when a committee of eminent persons was
entrusted with the evolution of a scheme to implement the joint
services training concept. The scheme took shape and after a great
deal of search and discussion, the site of World War II Combined
Warfare School in the vicinity of Khadakwasla Lake near Pune was
selected for the new academy.

In pursuance of this Scheme in 1946, the Indian Military
Academy was initially renamed as the Armed Forces Academy and
split into two wings, the “Inter Services Wing” and the “Military
Wing”. The first batch of 190 cadets of the Army, Navy and Air Force
commenced combined training on 16 January 1949 at Dehradun, in
the Inter Services Wing (later renamed the “Joint Services Wing”
or JSW).

The foundation stone of the NDA was laid by the then Prime
Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on 06 October 1949. NDA was
formally inaugurated by the then Chief Minister of Mumbali, Shri
Morarji Desai, on 16 January 1955. The first passing out parade, held
at Khadakwasla was reviewed by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on 05
June 1955. The Joint Services Wing at Dehradun was subsequently
relocated at Khadakwasla and came to be known as the “National
Defence Academy”.

The NDA continues in its march towards nation building,
confident that in the years to come, it will draw the finest of
India’s youth who will pass through the portals of this “Cradle of
Leadership”, perpetuating through their gallantry, dedication and
sacrifice, the Academy’s motto “Seva Parmo Dharma”.

During the last seven decades, the Academy has established
itself as an institution of rare distinction and rendered exemplary
services to the nation. It has produced legends not only in the field
of Military leadership but also in the field of science, technology,

arts, literature and sports. The Academy is a unifying symbol
of integration and jointmanship among the three wings of the
Defence Services. The alumni of this unique nursery for character
building and leadership have validated the objectives for which
their Alma mater was established through their selfless service of
loyalty, valour and heroism both in peace and in war - at home
and abroad.

Since its inception, it has trained more than 38,000 cadets,
including over 1,000 cadets from 32 friendly foreign countries. It
has given the country two Chiefs of Defence Staff (CDS) and several
of its Service Chiefs. Three of its alumni have been honoured with
Param Vir Chakra and 12 with the Ashok Chakra, the nation’s
highest awards for gallantry in war and peace respectively. The
other gallantry awards of the alumni include 32 MahaVir Chakras,
45 Kirti Chakras, 163 Vir Chakras and 152 Shourya Chakras. The
Academy is proud of its alumni who have made the supreme
sacrifice for their motherland. The NDA has the distinction of
producing 2 CDS & several Chiefs of the three services.

The NDA will complete seventy-five years of eventful
existence in January 2024 during which the 151 Course will join
the Academy. The year 2022 was etched in the golden letters in
the history of NDA as for the first time female cadets joined 148"
NDA course paving the way for the other young girls in the country
to follow their dream and become future military leaders. Their
indomitable performance has put NDA on the global arena of
military and political leadership.

On 16 January 2024, NDA will be completing 75 glorious
years in service to the nation. It remains committed to maintain
the highest traditions and toughest standards of its training and
rededicates its unflinching commitment to the nation on this
momentous occasion.

The Department of Posts is proud to issue Commemorative
Postage Stamp (CPS) on 75 Glorious years of National Defence
Academy and appreciates its roles as the true foundation of India’s
defence edifice.
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ASEIA 2211 3BIEHL B 75 AN ast

GSHAST, YOI Refd ISR ReT e (TISN), T W
e UM 7 IR A= ulRrer & &5 # IRaw Icpredr @1 e
2| Tfreror TR & WU H TASIY B SR B Aoy fgdi
fiva gg & a1g B T | THDT e oA A1, AT R ARy HAT
& ) ARFIRAT DI WYH DI 3R THIGIOT B WG 4 9
TR Yeh HAT & b GTAT Bl JPTdell B gY A & =i 37T
fAeax Efed ©U W HRATS BR # aRpermel 9o Rig & |
AR UG B drel AT & U W H ¥ Ud 2| TAeIg
B AheddT AR W WAFa—gd 39 GH & T8, o9 fafldne
@ftral o g affa @1 dgw dar aRiernr @ Ao & SR
B BI—WT TR FRA FT ST AT TA7 | T 39 AT
T IMBR o IR foam aiiR fawre faem—fawel & q< gor & o4
TeHarTel e & fae Red fgdi fawa g dyw dRwwR wa
BT TS ABIEH B W S w9 H AT 1T

1946 H T AIGHT & FHTAFEGIT & ©Y H WRATT T JBIEH
BT YS H TIRF T ABIH B A AT AT MR 5 T wmenaif
() & famfra foar an, “gex Afdor far o “faferdy i)
oS I, AT SR AT A B 190 hScl B Ugl 99 BT HYh
afreror e wfdda T (@e # $HE 9 Jede] g dar
i rrfq SISy, o faar T4, TERIgT H 16 SaNl 1949 @I
IR g3 |
ERT 06 3FHEY 1949 &1 W TS| TAGT UAIRG IgEE 16
TEARY 1955 DI 498 & Tepreid qewa sl ARRN <9 A |
GSHIRI H g Ugell UIRIT 3MSC Uvs &T geror (3)) 05 ST
1955 ®T URET TTATERATd % A fHaT| ewgd Red Wy WAt
T @1 arg § wedmaen ¥ gAenfia fhar T ik g s
RETT SFBIGHT” BT A4 a1 T |

TSIV 39 fAgar & @ g i & U R SR © b
39 R # IR & ARG AT AR o H¥ SR o1 wii,
FAYOT R T 7T HIGT B 59 ST G B IS e
AT URAT | BT aRaned B |

fOTa a1 Tel & IR §9 AHIEH 7 WH Bl SR HY
A TP WRIH B wU H wnfid e 7 &R g fmfor @ fawm
T HATG UEE B 2 | 59 W 7 Q¥ B F dad A A
@ &7 #, dfew s, Wi, oo, wiRw R Ya—ag & &7

& e W Ry €1 I8 e, e ol & dF v @ 9=
TPHIHROT 3R FYH DI BT WP © | IR AT 3R ~gea e
P 39 IO WM & Ya-BE 7 ¥ AR fagy qEr #, @y
AR Fg FIT #, AU THIER, AR AR IRAT B F=a@met 9 &
AT 3O T d AT & IeAT Bl agdl A T4 ¢ |

ITSERT e JBIGHT BT AT & 916 | 3(d b Tl 38,000
e bsel 7 Ui urat fham § | $H WRa ¥ Al da vEm
qrer 32 T B 1,000 ¥ B BT W A & | 59 rpIEH 7 <
BT 3 A & 50 wie (HI€w) ok oE war w@ A Ry 2|
S 3PBIEHI & A Y4 BTAI I IRAAR =56 31X 12 BT WS % o
FEAIT fam 1 8, S HEen gg ok wifd e # dRar & forg
fou O™ arel <9 @ Wated QAR E | 39 WM &GI8l @
T g JIRAT YREBRI H 32 FETAR 95, 45 DI dh, 163 IR ah
AR 152 T =3p e & | ABIEH BT AU S99 A8 W I
2, fomein T & forg walea aferem fean | iy @1 2 Hew
3R A Sl & w8 W@ < &1 ke I 2|

TS, SaRT 2024 ¥ AT RITTAT & 75 a9 QX FHT ST &7
21 o w 151d Bt @ afg o srprad # e B Teig
@ e # av 2022 G ARl H offhd § i 39 98 ugedl
IR AR DT TASIT (14891 TISeIhH) § A g &R <9 @
JIHRT T BT A1 IR BT | 37 Dol S AT AEd TG
TR BT WY SR IOHIfE g @ e § dRae 'R W
ugar faars 2 |

16 STIARI 2024 B TASIY A B a1 d 75 ARl a9
IR BT | T A0l ITAR TR I ABIGHT g Bl HaT # AfST
IRIGET & Hhed BT G IR gU T WRARRIT Td IR &
Pg UG Sod AMD Bl Y @ B AT Havided ¢ |

STH T, TR ReTT Srd1eHl & 75 MRl 9¥ fawy w
ARG STh—fehe TR HR Y TF-IAT BT AFHT BT 8 MR R
@ & TF DI AERRICT & ®F H $HDBT BT BT AR BRaT ¢ |
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